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171 people were freed 
from Cook County Jail 
and three were freed 
from other counties.

CCBF paid over $1.91 million 
to free 174 people in 2022. 
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Discover the stories of people who were freed in the next slides and read 
more in CCBF’s 2022 Revolving Fund Program Report at bit.ly/3Hb9ViB

CCBF’s Revolving Fund 
team currently provides 
post-release support to 
over 200 people.



SHANNON’S STORY

At 32, Shannon’s life was going well: he was pursuing his 
passions and raising his four kids in Indiana. But every-
thing came to a screeching halt in October 2019 when 
he was arrested while visiting Chicago with a friend. 

Visit bit.ly/ReadShannonsStory for more.



LAVETTE’S STORY
Incarceration on electronic monitoring impacts the whole 
family. Lavette’s 146 days on EM made her children "feel like 
[they] were being punished." A champion for the Pretrial 
Fairness Act, Lavette spent 6 years using her voice to call out 
the harsh realities of pretrial incarceration. Her advocacy is 
vital to the ongoing fight for collective liberation. 

Visit bit.ly/LavettesStory for more.



Jeremey “Mohawk” Johnson was on electronic monitoring 
(EM) for nearly two years after he was arrested at an 
anti-ICE and defund CPD rally. Mostly confined to home 
during that time, he documented a plethora of problems 
with EM that had the potential to put him in prison.

Visit bit.ly/MohawksStory for more.

JEREMY “MOHAWK” JOHNSON



CCBF reached over 1,500 people 
through 55 educational events 
in 2022!

Why Money Bond Harms 
Survivors

7th Annual CCBF 
End of the Year 

Celebration

Stopping the 
Criminalization of People 
on Electronic Monitoring



In January 2022, CCBF celebrated the first anniversary of the passage 
of the Pretrial Fairness Act (PFA). Since its passage, our organizing 
efforts have focused primarily on participating in the Coalition to End 
Money Bond (CEMB) and Illinois Network for Pretrial Justice (INPJ) to 
protect and lead the way to the 
implementation of the PFA. 

Last year, CCBF and our partners 
successfully defended the Pretrial 
Fairness Act against rollbacks; 
however, the fight continues. 
While waiting for full implemen-
tation, our advocacy team, in 
conjunction with the Coalition to 
End Money Bond, organized with 
community members, legislators 
and stakeholders to defend the 
PFA against attacks.

DEFENSE OF THE PRETRIAL
FAIRNESS ACT

CCBF teamed with SOUL (Southsiders Organized for 
Unity and Liberation), along with other members of 
the Illinois Network for Pretrial Justice, to lobby 
state lawmakers to protect the Pretrial Fairness Act.



Incarceration on electronic monitoring impacts the whole 
family. Lavette’s 146 days on EM made her children "feel like 
[they] were being punished." A champion for the Pretrial 
Fairness Act, Lavette spent 6 years using her voice to call out 
the harsh realities of pretrial incarceration. Her advocacy is 
vital to the ongoing fight for collective liberation. 

Visit bit.ly/LavettesStory for more.

In September, the Coalition to End 
Money Bond celebrated five years since 
the implementation of General Order 
18.8A in Cook County with a community 
meal, teach-in on the Pretrial Fairness 
Act, and film screening in front of Cook 
County Jail. 

CEMB released two reports: “$tate of 
Injustice: A Community Review of Bond 
Courts in Illinois” and “Obscuring the 
Truth: How Misinformation is Skewing 
the Conversation about Pretrial Justice 
Reforms in Illinois.”

Over 400 organizers and community 
members from across Illinois also 
traveled to Springfield for lobby days. 
Participants spoke to over 40 legislators 
to successfully defend the PFA during 
the veto session in November.

THE COALITION TO END
MONEY BOND

Faith leaders and community members 
gathered outside the Sangamon County 
Jail to demand Pretrail Fairness! 



CCBF’s work was featured in

over 35 news stories this year!

“Chicago groups want Mayor Light-
foot to focus on violence prevention 

programs instead of curfews”

“Advocates prepare to defend 
elimination of cash bail, 
before it even arrives”

“False Alarms”

“Cook County Jail in Chicago 
under fire for inmate deaths 

since COVID pandemic”

“How Illinois Courts Are 
Hidden From FOIA”

“Returning Citizens Still Face 
Barriers Despite Protective Policies”

“We Need a New Paradigm to Halt 
the Unprecedented Growth of 

Electronic Monitoring”

CHICAGO
READER

t r u t h o u t

Better Government Association



CCBF celebrated our 7th anniversary 
on November 21 and surpassed our 
year-end fundraising goal!



We continue to raise funds for post-release 

support and community engagement, 

including leadership development for 

directly impacted people. 

Available to order at 
bit.ly/ccbfmerch

We also launched new 
CCBF merch to help fund 

these ongoing efforts!



CCBF began a strategic planning process with the guidance 
of PIE Org. We are asking and answering big questions 
about the future of the organization as we await full 
implementation of the Pretrial Fairness Act. What initially 
felt daunting has evolved into a transformative process that 
has allowed our team and stakeholders to deepen our 
commitment to community, abolition, and the larger move-
ment to end money bond. We will share our strategic plan as 
well as reflections on the process later in 2023.



Thanks to seven years of work— from volunteers, 
activists, staff, organizers, donors, partners, 
and more—we’ve paid over $5.5 million for the 
release of more than 750 people. 

We are so grateful for the community of people 
that have made our work toward collective 
liberation possible.


